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“Chur forces march'd on i Dot ster Neck,
Made fornfications apaingt an arack,
Che movning nexe fillowing, as Howe did espy

The banks we cast up were so copiows and high,

Said he in three months, all e men with thetr mifght,

Coot'ad not miarke two such fores as thev™ve made 0o migi

From o broadside entitled ON THE EVACUATION OF BOSTON

by The Diritish Trlll.!lll-, Mk 1T, 1776
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Une Revolotionary poet thus recounted the fortification
of Dorchester Heights, which forced the Brtish troops
wiio il ocomgned Boston since 1768 to evacuate on
March 17, 1776, The bloediess success was the firs
major victory for newly appointed Commander-in-Chief
Creorge Washington and o triumph widch raazed (he
miorale of the embattled colonisis

Urrveng the Brtish from Boston bad required months of

grucling work on the pan of colondsis in New York and
Massachysedis Bay, InNovember, 1775, Washington had
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A survey of Boston Harbor circa 1711

dhspatched Bostoman Henry Knox to mtmeve badly needed
cannon from Fort Ticonderoga, Mew York. Teamsaters
with eighty yoke of oxen made the ihres hundoed mile
prrmiey hrnging fifty-nine camnon for the coloniml immy

then ['n._'l'.'._"llng Bnosion

Unce they neared the city, the rebels faced a pew chinl-
lenge. How would they roll the guns into plac
llpiﬂlr].'_ thetr hand 10 the Baonsh? O the n|§:h1 of M arch
4, 1776, colonial militia and local volunteers stealihily
fomified the summit of Donchesier Helghis.
thetr wagon wheels with straw o deaden ithe
sound, they moved the cannon from Roxbury
and entrenched them on the hills south of Bos-
ton. Brtish General Howe planned an aftack,
stprm prevented his soldicrs from
landing. Within o few doys, Howe, his troops,
and a thowsand colonial Lovalizts set sail for
Mova Scolia, .|h.|||||llr|||||:[ i CiEy 1o 'I-"r:l'-\.hlrl!.l_-
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The ammy improved the fortifications nnd again
stationed roops an Dorchester Heights during
the Warof 1812, After 1814, howewer, the twin
hills declined in military impoance. During
the secomd hall of the mneteenth century, the
hills of Sputh Bosien underwvent the &
wvalaom that lowered Moy vemon, Pemberton,
and Beacon Hills, ihke “io-mowuniains of the
Boston peninsala
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DGRCHESTFR HEI{"HT"} TUDAY

.I1| 1774 view af Boston amd Beacen Hill ag seen from Doarchester Heights

In 189F, ihe General Coun of Mazsachusetls commis-
sioned a monument (o stand on the remadning kill of the
Heights. Desipned by the architectural firmi of Peabody
and Sieams, the white marble Georgian-Revival tower
commemorates the 1776 victory, In 1951 the Secretary of
thee Interior designated Dorchesier Heighis as a Mational
Historic Site, Twenty-seven years later the National
Parks and Recreation Act authorized the city of Boston 1o
iransfer the site to the Mational Park Service. At thas
time. il joined the seven other sites which comprise
Boston Mutional Historical Park, established in 1974,

The historical signi ficance of Dorchester Heights amd the

development of the surrounding community vividly re-
Mect the history and growth of the city of Boston. Witk the
fortification of s summit in 1776, Dorchester Heights
cantmited .-;itgnl.liL':l:llll:.- i o of Boston's mrl_i-:u' victo-
ries pnd demonstrated the indegral conneclion between
the Boston peninsula and her neighboring community.

The annexation of Dorchesier Meck to Bosion in [ 50M
strengthened that link. Building and landfilling opera-
tions cemented the e by Tacilitating travel between the
two areas. Todoy, a5 par of Boston National Historical
Park, Dorchester Helghis offers n broad perspechive tothe
city of Boston, past and present,

REACHING THE HEIGHTS

The Dorchester Heighis MMomument is located in
Thomas Park. The park is open during dayligh
hours, The monument is open mid-Tune through

Autgigt onn 2 limited schedule

BY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION: From Down-
iovenm Boston, fake an outhoond Red Line car
{etther Ashmont or Braintree) o Broadway
Stntion, Take n City Poidnt bus form Brond-
weiy 10 G Street, 1tis a shon walk south from
the intergection of Broadway and G Sireel to
Thompa Park, which surrounds Dorchesser
Heights

BY AUTOMOBILE: From downlown Bosion,
travel south on Rowte 93 (Southeast BExpressaway ).
Take Mass Pike exit. Once off amp, bear left at
Local sign. Toke a left at 1st set of Hghis onto
Broadway. Take Ist right onto O Street and the
2nd right (o Thomas Park. Dorchester Heights
iz on the left after South Boston High School

For more information, please wriie:

Superninienden

Bosion Mational Histoncal Park
Charlestown Mavy Yard
Boston, Massachusens 02129

or call:

(517) 242-5642
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